Hampsthwaite Parish Council

Commentary on the HBC Duty to Co-operate Statement
APPENDIX 1

Quote:
· "the provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat);"

Commentary:

1. Hampsthwaite is poorly serviced by public transport:

a. the Route 24 Harrogate to Pateley Bridge bus is the only transport service which runs mainly hourly up to 6:30pm (last bus from Harrogate) and currently costs £6.20 per person for a return ticket covering just the 5 mile route to Harrogate.

b. this service was further reduced by removing the winter Sunday and Bank Holiday runs between all villages on route from Harrogate to Pateley Bridge.

c. For people living in affordable accommodation and on low incomes and without vehicle transport, access to and from the village by public transport is very expensive indeed.
2. The village drainage systems are regularly overwhelmed by excessive rainwater running off this hillside - see http://www.hampsthwaite.org.uk/351  
3. Garden ponds along the southern edge of Brookfield have been deluged to the point that residents were trying to catch their pet fish which had been washed out into the gutters along Brookfield - the clue is in the name, 'Brookfield'! 
Quote:

· "climate change mitigation and adaptation, conservation and enhancement of the natural and historic environment, including landscape."

Commentary:
1. In 1984, the Tay Homes Appeal Judgement to develop 65 dwellings on this same site stated “"I have reached the conclusion that there is no clear evidence of an existing Council commitment to this proposal, the relevant planning policies militate against the kind of development proposed, and that the proposal would be detrimental to the character and appearance of the area and general environment of Hampsthwaite" and in response to an application by Victor Homes to build just 29 homes on this site in 1990, HBC stated "In conclusion, I do not consider the scheme even on a reduced scale [29 detached dwellings] overcomes the inspectors conclusions and recommendations [given in 1984]" and as evidence to the subsequent Appeal stated "Neither of the proposals under appeal overcomes the fundamental objections raised by the Council to the development of land between the Brookfield estate and Rowden Lane, these objections were considered in detail at the Inquiry into the 1984 appeal and endorsed by the Inspector in his decision letter".
Quote:

· "The Core Strategy makes clear that there will be no changes to the Green Belt boundary (Policy EQ3)" 
Commentary:

1. HBC’s own evidence to the 1990 Appeal by Victor Homes to build 29 homes on this same site which states: “The Appeal sites are part of the countryside which surrounds Hampsthwaite and which is an important element in the character of the village. By distancing the built-up area of the village from the countryside, the development of the appeal sites will cause harm to the character of the village and its landscape setting.”
2. The DPD proposals for development North of Skipton Road (H3021(1)) and Pennypot Lane (H3(1)), in addition to this proposal for development South of Brookfield (RL3036(1)), is likely to result in more housing between Hampsthwaite and Harrogate and will threaten Hampsthwaite’s continued existence as a village community.
Quote:

· "Ensure that development is planned alongside infrastructure (NYCC)"

Commentary:
1. See commentary on poor public transport provision above

2. Local primary school is already over-subscribed
